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of May 24, 1825, governing the sisterhoods. They may hence-
forth receive universal legacies; the sisters can make a will in
favour of their institution provided the bequest does not exceed
100,000 francs (instead of the 10,000 francs which was the previous
rule).
While we are on this subject we must incidentally point out the
favourable attitude of most of the high dignitaries of the Catholic
Church to the Vichy Government.
On January i, 1941, the Papal Nuncio himself, Monsignor
Valerio Valeri, when presenting the traditional good wishes of the
diplomatic corps to Marshal Petain, declared: "It is your incom-
parable prestige, Monsieur le Marechal, the love and trust the
French people have for you that enables the present work of
recovery to go forward. You have succeeded in rallying round
your person the best energies of the country ..." (Thouvenin,
Une annee d'histoire de France, Sequana, Paris, June 1941, p. 2131).
Monsignor Baudrillart, the rector of the Catholic Institute of
Paris, has given the support of his authority to the Government
(Le Petit Journal, November 14, 1940; Le Temps, November 22,
1940), and so also Monsignor Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyons,
*Primat des Gaules': "... Marshal Petain, in whom is embodied
France defeated but unshakably faithful to her ideal and con-
fident in her destiny. Let us offer our unanimous homage
to Marshal Petain, to-day the admirable and revered head of a
ravaged people to whom he has restored hope and confidence
in their greatness " (Le Petit Journal, April n, 1941). The
Archbishop of Cambrai (Radio-Vatican, August 29, 1941) and
Monsignor Gounod, the Primate of Tunisia (June 1941), have
adopted a similar attitude,
In February 1941 the French cardinals and archbishops of both
zones addressed a message to the Pope in which we note the
declaration that "in the social and civic sphere they affirm their
complete loyalty to the French Government, whose legitimate
authority they recognize."
In return for this attitude the Government has adopted a whole
series of measures. A law of February 15 ordered the free transfer
to1 the diocesan religious societies of property that had belonged to
the former public religious institutions and that had not as yet been
made the subject of a decree of disposal. Divorce has been made
harder to obtain. Lastly, various texts that we shall meet again
in the chapter on Education were intended to place public and
religious schools on a strictly equal footing.
The Government omits no opportunity of showing its deference
towards the Catholic Church by taking part officially in numbers
of religious ceremonies.